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Reverend SIR, 


EFORE I proceed to conſi- 
der what you have advanced 
againſt Inoculation, I ſhall of- 
fer ſomewhat in Defenſe of that 
Practice. | 

*Tis an Unhappineſs at- 

— tending human Nature, that 
amongſt other Evils, we are expoſed to the vio- 
lent Attacks of ſo fatal an Enemy as the Small- 

Pox : And how great a Deſtroyer this Diſeaſe is 

among us in JOE, our Weekly Bills are 

ſufficient Proof. To diſcover any Method there- 
fore to baniſh this Diſtemper out of the World; 
or if that can't be done, to prevent its fatal Ef- 
fects, wou'd,. no doubt, be a valuable Service 
done to Mankind. All Diſeaſes are not to be re- 
moved by gentle, pleaſant Means: Continu- 
ance in Life and Health very frequently 2 
on our Submiſſion to vough and ungrateful Treat- 
- ; 2 ment, 
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ment. But as long as the Remedy is preferable 
to the Diſeaſe tis deſigned to remove or pre- 

ent; every wiſe Man Will purehaſe, at an high 

rice, fo valuable an Enjoyment. | 

Type leaſt Skill in Medicine, or the flightaſt 
PbC-rvation of its Succeſs, will abundantly con- 

ince us, that this noble Art is attended with no 

nall Uncertainty: Even thoſe Methods, which 

all others moſt Frequently prove ſucceſsful, are 

ten found not to effect the-defired Cure. But 

hat can we conclude from this, That we ſhonld 

jecr att Phyſick? Certainly No; unlefs for the 

ſame Reaſcn we renounce our Food too. It is 

therefore no valid Objection againſt any Phyſi- 

cal Practice, that in all Inſtances, it is not attend- 
ed with the like happy Effects. - 

But ſome will think there is a mighty Diffe- 
rence between removing and preventing a Di- 
ſtemper; and tho” they ingly ſubmit to an 
hazardous Experiment, in order to remove an 
Ailment they already labour under, yet they 
would by no means expoſe themſelves to any 
— N Danger, in order. to prevent a future 
Evil. This Opinioh, I own, is very juſt, when 

the Hazard of the Experiment is greater than 
that of the, Diſeaſe, all Things conſidered: 

No wiſe Man therefcre would take a dangerous 
Preſervative, againſt a Diftemper, which very 
ſeldom happen d, and rarely proved fatal. But 
we all know how deſtructive and common a 
Diſeaſe the Small- Pox is: And you, Sir, P. 6. 
tell us, tis “a Difeaſe incident to moſt Men 
Now Inoculation; is ſeldom propoſed, excepting 
when the Small- Pox is already raging in any 
Place; and when People are in great hitter of 
being infectel in the ordinary 
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tion therefore having been found very ſucceſsſul, 
it may, no doubt, be lawfully continued, at 
leaſt till future Experiments ſhall demonſtrate it 
to be a dangerous Practice. | A 
To prove that Inoculation has been ſucceſsful, 
I chuſe to appeal to Dr. Nettleton's fair and im- 
rtial Account; by which it appears, that of 
orty Perſons inoculated, but one miſcarry'd; 
and this too was owing to his receiving it aftet 
the common manner, firſt ; Sixteen were after- 
wards inoculated, who all did well. Nor were 
the Symptoms here ſo violent, as are moſt fre- 
quently ſeen in this Diſtemper, when natural, 
Many other Inſtances are not wanting to con- 
firm the like Succeſs, 
I am ſenfible it may be here demanded, 
That I not only ſhew, that Perſons who have 
been inoculated have ſafely recover'd, but alfo 
that by this Means they are ſecured from all 
Danger of the Return of this Diſtemper in the 
natural way. In Anſwer to this, I muſt obſerve, 
that tho* many have undergone this Operation, 
yet there is not an Inſtance alledged, of the Re- 
turn of this Diſtemper upon any one of them in 
the natural way: And not only Experience, but 
Reaſon alſo induces us to believe this an effectual 
Preſervative againſt all future Attacks of this 
Diſeaſe. For tis certain, that far the greater 
Number of thoſe who have been invaded by the 
Small-Pox, have receiv'd it by Infection from 
others : That is, the contagious Particles have in- 
firuated themſelves thro certain Pores, and by 
mixing with the Maſs of Blood have corrupted 
it, which Corruption is thrown out in Puſtules 
up the Body; and this Proceſs is found, by un- 
doubted Experience, to render Men ſecure _ 
was | the 


the ſame Diſtemper ſor the future. And in 
what dots Inoculation differ from this? Is it not a 
conveying, the like Matter into the Blood; Mat- 
ter of the ſame Kind? and does it not in all 
other Reſpects produce the like Effects? Why 
then ſhould it. be thought to differ ſo widely 1 
this one reſpect, that one ſhould for ever prevent 
the Return of the Diſeaſe, and the other not? There 
can no Cauſe of this Difference be aſſignd; and 
therefore we may conclude, that Reaſon and Ex- 
perience will juſtify the aſſerting, that Inocula- 
tion is a Preſervative againſt future Infe&ion, 
The imprudent Choice of ſome of the Sub- 
Jects on whom this Operation has been perform- 
ed, is the great Cauſe of moſt of that Outcry 
which is raiſed againſt it. But the only juſt 
Concluſion from thoſe Experiments is, That they 
Thould not be made on Fong in the like Cir- 
cumſtances. For as to others, it can be no more 
a Reaſon why it ſhould not be tried upon them, 
than it is, that the Cortex ſhould not be uſed in 
any Caſe, becauſe it proves hurtful when admi- 
niſter'd in a Paroxyſm. Now if we abſtract thoſe 
who were improper Subjects, the Succeſs of this 
Method has been very conſiderable. But even 
ſuppoſe, in the Infancy of the Practice, there 
ſhould be ſome Miſtakes committed, and in ſome 
few Inſtances it ſhould prove unſucceſsful, this 
2 2 * A a Ne Reaſon. for 
exploding the Operation altogether. We bring 
no Knowledge of Medicine into the World with 
us, nor can we expect any hy way of Inſpira- 
tion; the only Means of acquiring it, then, muſt 
be by proper Experiments, and juſt Reaſoning 
from them: But ſhou d every new Attempt be 
immediately rejected, becauſe it fails in ſome 


few 
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few Inſtances, when it has a Train of Succeſſes 
to recommend it, the moſt approved Methods of 
Cure, muſt have been for ever thrown by and 
neglected. And if the Patrons of a new Experi- 
ment muſt be exclaim'd againſt as diaboli- 
cal Sorcerers, belliſh Venefici, | and Enemies of 
1 Mankind, I know not who will endeavour to 
improve the Art of Healing, or ſtudy to render 
our Health more laſting, and our Lives more 


happy. 5 } 
The ſucceſsful Uſe of Inoculation in other 
Parts of the World, was a juſt Inducement to 
make the Experiment among us; eſpecially when 
Criminals, upon their own Choice, were the firſt 
who underwent it. You are pleas'd, B 14. to 
repreſent this as ſomething worſe than any Racks 
and Tortures that Men have contrived for the 
greateſt Criminals. But yet theſe Wretches 
thankfully preferr'd it to Hanging; and I be- 
heve any Man in the like Circumſtances, even 
Mr. M. himſelf, would approve their Choice: So 
ſevere were the Agonies they underwent ! | 
Abundance of People have, by their Teachers; 
been made ſtupid enough to believe, that though 
Inoculation ſhould unconteſtably appear to be a 
ſafe Preſervative againſt all the Danger uſual in 
the Small-Pox, and conſequently very beneficial 
to Mankind; that yet it 1s a Practice contrary 
to the Principles of Religion, and therefore ought 
to be the Ab ce of every godly Soul. So 
little are they acquainted with the Nature of a 
truly Divine Religion, which never can diſcou- 
rage any Practice conducive to the Good of 
Mankind, You are not ignorant, who are the 
Perſons that teach and propagate ſuch falſe and 
Relig 


icious Notions of jon. You have in- 
nai Keel 


184 
Ecuded, them to ſay, that God has. ordain'd the 
Phyſician to cure our Diſeaſes,-; not to. creats 
them. The Doctors ate to heal our Diſtempers, 
and they can have no Call to; inflict them; or, 
in your Stile, they vat g. ccntent Authority 


fo. to. do. But little do; ſuch Perſons, or your 


ſelf, conſider, that ſince unmix d Felicity is not 
our preſent Lot; the nniverſal Love 1 

lankind, obliges us to remove as much of th 
— — can. And can this be more effe- 
&ually; done; than by proper Methods — to 
vanquiſn the Diſtempers were epo d to, or at leaſſ 
abate their Force and render their Aſſaults leſs dan. 
gerous'? Should future Succeſſes {till farther re- 
commend Inoculation to us, and larger Expęri, 
ence convince us, that ſo fatal an Enemy as This 
Might be deprived of his Power to deſtroy ; 1 
bope, for the Honour of the Clergy, none whe 
ſuſtain that Character, will bear fo ſtrong. an 
Enmity to Mankind, as to diſoourage this bend 
facial Practice. mov iet: MC 

Could this formidable Hiſtemper be charmed 
away with a Word, or could ane pleaſant, Poſe 
. it of its Poiſon, and render it no longer 4 
| learnt Neath, —— be ſtill 4255 
happy; but as this at preſent aN, impoflible, 
we mult centented ly ſubmit to Confixiement fox 
a few Days, bear the Warmth df à ſhort-liv'd 
F ever, and behold ſome falling Puſtules on our 


Skin. Freedom from © dangerous a Diſeaſe, i 


a cheap Pprchaſe upon thele.ealy Terms. ; Fhete 
can be no Objection againſt thi Practice, but 
what concludes with equal Farce againſt apply: 
ing a Bliſter, or opening & Vein, if either of 
theſe would prevent the Aſſaults of a; Diſeaſe: 


The only Dilerge i, ths the Dione ri 
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| [9]: 
by the one is of a ſomewhat longer Continuance, 
and ſomewhat more dangerons than that of the 
other. - Yet I can hardly think any Man in his 
Senſes, : would aſſert it was criminal to prevent 
the  Small-Pox by the Application of a Veſica- 
tory. Why then ſhould the other be ſuppoſed an 
Antiprovidential Project, that inſults our Religion, 
and baniſhes Providence out of the World? As 
this Practice hitherto appears to be a fafe 
Preſervative, and conſequently highly beneficial, 
tis not only allowed, but required by the Law 
of Nature. | F 0b aut 
The Scripture indeed, not being deſigned to 
inſtru us in Phyſick, does not expreſſy com- 
mand it; but its general Precepts, as we have Op- 
portunity , to do good unto all Men, not only 
uſtify but recommend it to us. And Mr. Maſſey 
will vouch it, has not one Syllable to diſcounte- 
nance it: For after a great Enquiry for a Text, 
that had at leaſt an Appearance againſt it, he is 


at length forced to tell us, Inoculating is con- 


trary to Scripture, for the Devil ſmote Fob with 
That Antidotes are lawful, has, for ought I 
know, been the univerſal Opinion of Mankind. 
Tis noted to a Proverb, That Prevention is bet- 
ter than Cure. In many other Caſes , beſides 
that of Infection, Antidotes are made uſe of, 
without any Scruple, by Perſons of the greateſt 
Virtue. And tho' Inoculation does raiſe ſome ' 


Puſtules on the Body, that can never render it 


ſinful, any more than flinging out a Diſtemper, in 
order to prevent its ſeizing on the Vitals, is unlaw - 
fal. The only Difference is, that one is done to 
prevent a near Danger, and the other, to pro- 
vide againſt one, * ſomewhat more re - 
— mote. 
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1 
mote. That Inoculation is not ſo eaſy, and pleas 
fant , and infallible an Antidote as we could: 
wiſh, is the only Objection can be raiſed againſt 
it. But all we can conclude from hence is, that 
we muſt ſubmit to this, as Travellers are content 
with mean Accommodations and courſe Enters 
tainment when no better can be had. *Tis 
ſcarcely to be expected that this Method ſhould 
prove univerſally ſucceſsful, and never ſurprize 
us with one Diſappointment, Human Affairs 
don't run ſo ſmoothly on. And therefore tho 
we do ſee it fail in ſome few Inſtances, this can 
be no valid Objection againſt it, if vaſt Odds are 
on the other Side; as is really the CaſGQ. 


And now, Sir, I come to conſider what you have 
thought fit to advance againſt this Practice. It 
will be a ſufficient Apology for my tracing you 
through the inſolent Abſurdities you have crouded 
into this Diſcourſe now before me, to remind 
you, that ſince the Uſurpations of the Prieſts up- 
on the Rights of Mankind have been ſo very 
numerous and On we can't. oppoſe any. 
ſuch Attempts of that Nature, with too warm 
3 Zeal, or too firm a Reſolution. While th 
keep within the Bounds preſcribed them by their 
great Lord and Maſter, the Prince of Peace; 
while they don't lord it over our Faith, or uſurp 
the Dominion of our Conſciences, but act as 
humble Miniſters, and peaceable Helpers of our 
Joy, Reſpect and Honour is due unto them: But 
if they preſume, when Ignorance and Aſſurance 


are their only Qualifications , to dictate to us in 


the Management of civil Affairs, or authorita- 

tively preſcribe in Medicine; to check their In- 

ſolence and oppoſe their Encroachments, is Treat - 
Nein * ment 
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ment they juſtly deſerve, as well as an indiſpen- 
ſible Duty we owe to Mankind. 1am — your 
late Performance ſhould have given Occaſion for 
ſuch Reflections. You attempt to impreſs the 
Minds of the People with a ſuperſtitious Dread 
of a Practice, which for ought you can prove, 
ay be "= ſerviceable ; and then excite their 
Paſſion, and-inflame their Rage againſt the Au- 
thors and Promoters of it, whom you treat with 
aWorldof Pride and ill Manners: Andeven while 
you diſplay your own Ignorance , make no Scru- 
ple to load Learned Gentlemen, who aimed at 
the Good of Mankind, with Slander and Re- 
rt Such Conduct as this, render'd it abſo- 
lately neceſſary to curb ſo haughty a Dictator, 
and anſwer him according to his Folly. 
You are pleaſed to call this notable Per- 
formance of yours, 4 Sermon againſt the dange- 
rous and ſinful Practice of Inoculation : Yet after 
all is over, in a Poſtſcript you tell us, you con- 
fider Inoculation not as dangerous, but as it is 
finful ; I meddle not in this Matter otherwiſe than 
« as it ſeems to me irreligious.” And really your 
Diſcourſe is of ſo odd a Contexture, that I don't 
wonder you ſhould be uncertain what Concluſion 
to draw from it ; for I defy any Man living to 
make it conſiſtent with it ſelf: Such a maiter. 
Hand you have at Contradiction, as we ſhall 
ſee in the Sequel. I mnſt, however, do you the 
Juſtice to own, that tho' in many Places you have 
advanced Things very weak and 3 
are they all carefully contradicted in ſome other 
Parts of the Sermon. | | 
A grand Objection againſt Inoculation is its 
bei Diabolical; for < the Devil ĩnoculated Job, 
B 6. And H 15. W our Text I Ha 
121 4 
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& not ſcruple to call it Diabolical. You ſeem ſo 
fond of this Whim, that I ſhan't rob you of the 
Pleaſure of believing it; but only tell you, tis 
ſo very merry an Argument, that I neyer heard 
it mentioned without a Smile, either by the 
Friends or Enemies to this Practice. Afterwards 
indeed, you appear ſomewhat uncertain in the 
Hiſtory of the Matter; for P. 15. it loſes all 
Claim to Antiquity, and becomes entirely © a 
&* modern Practice. No body but a preſent Set of 
&* adventurous Praditioners, who have of late pre- 


« tended to aſſume that Authority, ever cauſed im- 


* mediate Sickneſs, or ſentenced Men to lie languiſb- 
ig in a Fever.” I muſt here obierve, that this 
primitive Inoculator of yours has ſome extra- 
ordinary Favour ſhewn him, P, 12. You can 
make a Moral of the Devil himſelf; while the 
preſent Practitioners in the ſame Method, © are 
F* oxly Forgers of Lies, and Phyſicians of no Va- 
« jue, P. 18. | 
But, P. 13, you are coming to the Point, and 
te are to prove, that Diſcaſes are utterly unlawful to 
t. be inſlicted by any who profeſs themſelves Chriſti- 
(e ans: that is, no * 8 
duce ſome unanſwerable Texts from the Bible; 
for nothing elſe is peculiar to Chriſtians : And 
accordingly you do giye us two Inſtances from 
Scripture. But of what ? Why, being about to 
prove Diſeaſes may not be inflicted, you tell us 
two of the choſen Servants of the Lord, Moſes 
and Eliſha, did inflict them with Divine Appro- 
bation, (Appointment in the Caſe of Gehaxi there 
was not), and then boldly aſſert, that others may 
not follow their Example; but give no other 
eaſon, except Poſitive Aſſertions are ſuch, but 
that they did it. Your notorious Blunders, 52 
8 I i 1% 


t, you are going to pro- 
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Divine; in this place, I ſhall take notice of af. 
terwards, among others of the ſame Sort. 
Tour next Undertaking is to prove, That In- 
oculation has a direct Tendency to anticipate and 
baniſh, Providence out of the World. What 
Rrange Notions have you of Providence, to think 
an Injury or a Favour done by one Man to ano- 
ther, is to baniſh Providence out of the whole 
World! But let us hear your Reaſoning. That 
vou might trace this Matter to the Bottom, and 
ſhew your deep Penetration, you begin to prove 
your Point thus, P. 16. © 1. Phyſical Power does not 
infer a Moral one”, True; no more than conſum- 
mateImpudence does a good Underſtanding, or a 
Black Gown a Learned Divine. Here you ad- 
vance the ſame undeniable Truth in ſeveral dif- 
ferent Expreſſions ; namely, that all unjuſtifiable 
Arts and Practices are prohibited: Upon this 
Head you are very large. But that you might 
not dwell too long upon every thing, you don't 
offer one ſingle Argument to prove the Practice 
vou write againſt, is of that Sort. How often 
are we told, unlawful Actions are not to be com- 
mitted upon any Account; but when Inoculation 
Ro be proved to be ſuch, you are altogether 
ſilent, unleſs theſe Words are deſigned for that 
-purpoſe, F. 17. * Ve onght to forbear an. Expe- 
« 71ment of that Sort; for Uncertainty and Doubt- 
« ing, in Moral and Religious Caſes, lays a poſi- 
i" tive, or at leaſt a prudent Reſtraint upon Practice; 
« becanſe, as the Apoſile ſays, Whatſoever is not 
„ of Faith is Sin“. But how rout is- that 
Clearneſs of Thought, which could Io judiciouſly 
_ confound. Doubts about the Lawfulneſs of an 
Action, with our Ignorance or Uncertainty of 
the Event. We can't be ſure it will ſucceed in 
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every Inſtance ; therefore, ſay you, this Uncere 
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tainty lays'a Reſtraint upon us in all Cafes, 
Does not Inoculation ſtand upon the fame foot- 
ing with other Medicines, which are all found to 

il in ſome Inſtances ? And can you think the 

Apoſtle's Rule forbids the whole Art of Phyſick ? 
Had the eating of Blood been your Subject, you 
might have told us, V hat ſoever is not of Faith 
- is Sin; but what it has to do with Inoculation, I 
believe your ſelf can ſcarcely diſcern. : 

But that you might not fatigue us with too 

long a Train of Reaſoning, in the next Sentence 
we are relieved with a Specimen of your Wit ; a 
pretty Antitheſis worthy of your ſelf; for you 
tell us, Had the Patient. of our Text followed 
© the Advices given him, the Remedy bad been 
% worſe than the Diſeaſe ; and what the fooliſl 
« Preſcriber would have given for good Phyſick, 
* the unhappy Patient would bave found miſerable 
Divinity.“ P. 21. you divert us again, when 
you tell us, © There is no. great Difference be- 
< tween the Devil's Temptation to our Saviour, 
and the Temptation for us, ( viz, Inocula- 
tion :) Both intimate the Safety of the Practice. 
But when you are writing againſt Inoculation, 
to call the Harlot, whom Solomon deſcribes; a 
Diſeaſe-giving Practitioner, is ſo very witty a 
Piece of Satyr, that I believe none but your ſelf 
could be the ridiculous Author of it. 

But I proceed to conſider your other Arguments 
againſt Inoculation. Your next, were it true, 
would be a concluſire one; for you don't bluſh 
to tell us, P. 18.“ The confeſſed Miſtarriages in 
this new Method are more than have happen 
in the ordinary way.” But I defy you to 
name the Man, that ever made you ſuch a Con- 
fellion, Had you enquired ever fo little into this 
Matter, ydu wold have found the _—_— 
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and if you did not examine, with what Face 
could you aſſert it? eſpecially when you ſeem to 
believe the contrary within a few Pages. For, 
N 24. you ſuppoſe this Practice to promote Vice, 
by leſſening the Motives againſt it. You aſſert, 
that the Small -· Pox in the ordinary way being ve- 
ry dangerous, keeps Men virtuous; if Inocula- 
tion be ſtill more dangerous, it can't encourage 
the Practice of Vice. For you can't ſay, their 
having once ſafely undergone this Operation, ſe- 
cures. them from future Infection, and thereby 
leſſens their Caution, and excites them to Extra- 
ancies; becauſè you once and again 9 
aſſert, tis no Security againſt future Infection. 
And therefore, as you aſſert, it has a Tendency 
to encourage Vice, you muſt ſuppoſe it leſs dan- 
gerous than the ordinary way. Nay, P. 29. you 
allow Infidels to be inoculated; whoſe Expe&a- 
tions are confined to this World. Let the 
«© Atheiſt then and the Scoffer, the Heathen and 
© Unbeliever diſclaim a Dependence upon Pro- 
vidence Let them inoculate and be inocu- 
&« lated; whoſe Hope is only in and for this Lite.” 
Which muſt imply, that Inoculation is advanta- 
geous in this Life, 1 tis preju- 
dicial in the next. You muſt agree with me, 
that to thruſt your ſelf into this Controverſy; 
under fo great Ignorance and Uncertainty in 
your Subject, is a very ſtrong Proof of your un- 
common Modeſty, and good Underſtanding. 
You can't be ignorant, ſince the publick Papers 
inform d you, that ſome of the Royal Family 
underwent this Operation; and tho' Town this is 
no Reaſon ſor an abſolute Silence upon this Head, 
et it was methinks a ſufficient Reaſon: for your 
informing your ſelf of the Succeſs of the Practice 


before you paſo d. ſo ſevere a Sentence upon it 5 
12 an 


4 
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and renders inercuſable t 
| eſenting thoſe as ſo many Atheiſts, who ſub- 
mitted to it. How inſolent does it render ſuch 
Rant as this: Let the Atheift and the Scoffer, 

the Heathen. and Unbeliever diſclaim a Dependance 
* upon Providence, 72 the Wiſdom of God's 
« Government, and deny Obedience to bis Laws: 
Let them inoculate and be inoculated, whoſe Hope 
« is only in and for this Life; but let ur, &c. _ 
The next Thang that againſt Inoculati- 
on, is in theſe Words: P. 19. © I cannot appre- 
hend, how it conduces to the Preſervation of Man- 
© kind, to force à dangerous Diſtemper upon them, 
<« which poſſibly may never happen unto them; and 
6 if it ſhould, probably be attended with very 
little, if pom 4 rut Here again we 
find you contradicting your ſelf ; for what is the 
very Definition you give, P. 6. of this Diſeaſe, 
which poſſibly may never happen to Mankind, 
but a Diſtemper incident to moſt Men? What is 
here ſo inco ble a thing, which, if it ſhould 
happen, may probably be attended with very 
httle, if any, Inconvenience, is in the 24th 
Page, the moſt formidable thing on Earth: No- 
* thing ſo umverſally dreaded,” are your own 
Words concerning it; and even while you are 
leſſening the Danger of the Diſeaſe in the com- 
mon way, you repreſent it as very dangerous, if 
conveyed by Inoculation, to force a dangerous 
« Diſtemper them ; tho you can't but judge 
them at leaſt equally dangerous. You may 


1 
” 


think as lightly as you pleaſe of the Small-Pox, 
when it makes for ydur Argument, but abundant 
melancholly Inſtances: are not wanting to prove 


it a very great Deſtroyer ; and therefore a leſs 
dangerous Preſervative, as Inoculation certainly 


1s, may very juſtly be d before it. Tour 
107 * preterr'd bet Sina 


— 


your groſs Scurrility, in 


E77. 


Smile of a ſtror City ſurrendring now, 16h” 
poſſibly it ſhould be taken hereafter, does not. ' | 


come up to the Caſe ; for ſince, as you aſſert, tis 
a Diſeaſe incident to moſt Men, it is very proba- 
ble T ſhall be overta'en by it; and therefore tis 
the wiſeſt Courſe, by an early hy ee to 
get better Terms, and to provide for my Safety 
as well as I can. This is not bringing on a Diſ- 
eaſe, leſt poſſibly it ſnould invade me hereafter; 
but a prudent Choice of a ſafe, tho* ſomewhat 


unpleaſant, Preſervative againſt a much greater, 


and very probable Malady. 


In the next place, P. 20. you tell us this Mat- 


ter is forbidden by the Sixth Command, as la- 
ſcivious Thoughts by the Seventh. And here 
yon very juſtly obſerve, that tho the Homicide 
caſual, yet if the Cauſe of it be crimiggl, it 

is ſufficient to render a Man guilty. No doubt, 
if the Cauſe be criminal; but that is the thing 
on ſnould have proved of Inoculation : Certain- 
if it be a criminal Practice, it renders Men 
guilty. But how does it appear that it is ſo? The 
Proof of this is ſhifted, and you only exclaim 
againſt © tempting God. P. 21. We miſt not 
&« preſume upon God's Protection, to expoſe our ſelves 
«* to any unneceſſary Danger or Difficulty If we 
« ſeek for a Diſeaſe, we can have no ratibnal Depen- 
dance upon God's Bleſing.” is certain, we 
ought not to expoſe ourſelves to any unneceſſary 
Danger; but I contend the Method in Diſpute is 
not of that 'Sort. You forget you are writing 
againſt Inoculation : You ſhould- prove that this 


is expoſing our ſelves to Danger without a ſuffi- 


cient 'Reafon, and not cry out in the general 
againſt the Impiety of tempting God. If this 
Practice is really a tempting God, no doubt tis 


eriminal: But how does it appear that it is fo ? 
+ Uh | S Cer- 


* 
* 


— 
* 


— 
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ren it is not tempting God, to undergo 2: 

eſent Inconvenience, or expoſe our ſelves to a 
maller Danger, which frees us ſrom a much 
greater, and my 3 Ea tho ſomewhat. 
more remote. acquiring a future Advantage 
by a preſent Hazard be ſo criminal, the Bleilings. 


Peace ſhould never be purchaſed at the Ex- 


pence of a Battel, nor can we expect the Al- 
mighty Lord ſhould go with our Armies into the 
Field. And in the Caſe before us, tis not run - 
ning our ſelves into unneceſſary Danger, but on- 
Ty meeting our Enemy when we are prepared for 
the Rencounter, and not ſuffering him to make a 
violent Attack upon us, when we are become too. 
weak and unable to reſiſt his Aſſaults. I muſt 
tell you again, tis not ſeeking a Diſeaſe, but a 
Preſervative againſt a very dangerous one. You 
might as Joly call a Sweat or the Bath, a Sali- 
vation, or a Bliſter, Diſeaſes ; when they are 
deſign d to remove or prevent ſome bad Sym- 
ptom, as give that Name to the Practice in Diſ- 
pute. I muſt only deſire you to conſider, whe- 
ther if Inoculation be found a ſucceſsful Preſer- 
vative againſt a r Diſtemper, it may 


not juſtly be eſteemed a tempting of God, to caſt 
ax flv upon Providence, and neglect t nat Me- 


10d of Cure, which God has provided as Means 
of our Eſcape, but we thro' Diftr 
think fit to neglect? 3 | 
. Another Argument againſt Inoculation is, That 
we live in ſuch degenerate Times, that, as you 
aſſert, F. 22. © Mankind rely too: mach upon them- 
* ſelves, and put their Truft in one another, vit bout 
F calling upon God for bis Aſsſtance, or praying to 
„him to guide and direct t | 
LE Temptations, the Practice I condemn is fairly ta 
ie tanled. You afterwards take notice, that 


Forms 


uſt or Contempt 


Under theſe two 


eo). 


Fortis of Grate are neglected; and from thenes 


you might as well have concluded, that all eating 
of Victuals is unlawful, ' as that Inoculation is fo, 
becauſe Men don't call upon God before they 
perform the Operation. But I defire to Know; 
what either the one or the other of theſe have to 
do with the Queſtion about Inoculation. You 
could only mention this to 1nflame the. Populace 
againſt the Patrons of that Method, when you 
tell us, P. 23. Uſages of Piety are run ont of 
« Conntenance in the Age in which we live.” To 
pitch upon the Friends of Inoculation, as Perſons 
peculiarly guilty, is as good a Mark of your 
Chriſtian Charity, as it is an undeniable Proof 
of your Candor and Fairneſs in managing a Con- 


troverſy. But I muſt do you the Juſtice to re- 
nark, that this is an Argument (and I think the 


only one) you have not contradicted in ſome 
other Part of your Sermon: But the Reaſon is 
plain, tis only made up of Scandal, and in this 
you are conſiſtent and uniform. | " 

But the grand Argument comes in the Rear; 
% For in the laſt. place, this modern Practice (at 
4 leaſt as old as Fob) tends to promote Vice and 


aq — A heavy Charge indeed! How 


does your Wiſdom make it good? Why this 
Diſeaſe, which in the 19th Page was ſo very a 


Trifle: and might poſſibly never happen; and if 


it did probably oceaſion little or no Inconveni- 
ence, is now increaſed to the moſt frightful thing 
we · are 5 with, “nothing ſo univerſally 
e drealled; infomuch that the Fear of it is a bap+ 
© py Reſtraint upon many Feople, and keeps them in 


* Health, Wealth, and Innocence But till this 


does not render your Argument compleat; for 
you have told us once and again, P. 18 and 19. 


That Inoculatien is * againſt future In- 
nl | 2 . 


tection, 


, * which we iniproperly ca 
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ſectiop, and therefore can't render Men more ſe- 


cure and careleſs than they would otherwiſe be. 
But however, another Contradiction does the 


Buſineſs, which rather than ſpoil the Reaſoning, 


ou have generouſly given, declaring, that the 
Method which was ſo full of Miſcarriages, is, 
P. 27. become © a ſaving Anti-providential Project; 
and unleſs. you had aſſerted this, you could not 
have added, as you do, © which thus tends, in 4 
great meaſure, to prevent that religions Watchful- 


« neſs which Chriſtianity, as a Warfare, requires.” 


*Tis, you ſay, no Fence againſt future Danger; 


and yet it frees Men from the Fears of it. Are 


you not aſhamed thus to trouble the World with 
your aukward Sentiments and, incoherent No- 


tions, upon a Subject in which. Men of Senſe and 
Learning are divided. But you go on and tell 
us, that Diſeaſes being inflicted by Providence, 


we ſhould not endeavour to remove them. Tis 
abſurd and impious to call in the Aſſiſtance of 
Art to ſupport decaying Nature, or remove the 
Diſtempers that weaken its Strength, or ſhorten 
its Courſe. P. 27. No donbt Providence has a 
« good and beneficial Dejgn in all thoſe Deaths; 

I untimely.” What Rea- 
ſon then for this ſaving, this Anti- providential 
Project.“ Shou'd we not rather endure our pre- 
« ſent Eflate, whatſoever it be, as we paſs thro a 
& hard Winter, or a time of foul Weather, taking 
& it for reaſonable and fit, becauſe the wiſe Author 
« of Nature bas ſo ordered and appointed it. Our 


patient Submiſhon to the Diſpoſals of Heaven, 


were never thought to exclude our ſeeking Re- 


lief: The Weather we can't alter, tis in vain to 


attempt it; but muſt. we therefore negle& thoſe 
Remedies which God has provided to remove, or 
prevent our bodily. Pain, Yes, ſay you, we 


3 


ſhou 
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ſhou'd endure our preſent Eſtate: P. 26. If Men 
ſhould happen to be more healthy, tis a great Chance 
they would be leſs righteous ; and yet, P. 22. Honour 
becomes due to the Phyſician for making our Lives 
more healthy. The Honour due to a Phyſician ariſes 
from bis being an Inſtrument to reſtore Health and 
prolong Life. l 
Jou tell us, Page 25. Could theſe bold Pra- 
« Fitioners leſſen the Severity of tbe Diſeaſe 3 
© could they entirely ſccure Men from Day 
under it, IL do not ſee what good Mankind 
% would get in the mam, ſince it would be the 


Occaſion of their running into a great ma 


« Dangers”. Could I then by one pleaſant Doſe 
Cure this Diſtemper, I ought not to communicate 
the dangerous Secret, but deprive Mankind of 

ſo valuablea Diſcovery, leſt ſome ſenſeleſs Clown 


ſhould be encouraged to drink a Pot of Ale 


more than he would otherwiſe have ventured up- 
on. Muſt we forbear doing ; good to Men of Vir- 
tue, becauſe ſome wicked Perſons may perhaps 
make an ill Uſe of it. The ARDENT does not 
thus withhold his Benefits, becauſe ſome ungrate- 
ful and wicked Men are found to miſimprove 
them, Tho' you are pleaſed to call the Fear of 
the Smal]-Pox a happy Reſtraint, yet I believe 
were it ꝓut to your Choice, you would reject 
even the conſtant Enjoyment of this glen ye 
Beſides, the Fear of this Diſeaſe may as well de- 
ter Men from a virtuous Action that expoſes them 
to it, as frighten them from thoſe Vices which 
may poſlibly bring it on. For I muſt obſerve to 
you, that Men of the ſtricteſt Virtue and Probi- 
ty are invaded by this Deſtroyer, which has de- 
prived the World of many uſeful Members of So- 
ciety. . And therefore being an*Evil which alike 
makes its-Attacks upon the Wicked and the Good, 
a 8 | 2 
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3s very improper to be pitch'd upon as a Diſcou- 


ragement to Vice. To remove this Diſte 


3x taking away one of the Miſeries to which hu- 


man Nature is obnoxions, not deſtroying a San- 


ction of the Divine Law, as you would ſeem to 


_ repreſent it. 


I T have now gone through all that you have of- 
feted againſt Inotulation; and have not to my 
Knowledge omitted any Thing that in the lea 
ſeemed to condemn that Practice. You are very 
averſe to come to the Point; for after Six Pages 


ſpent 855 an Introduction, entirely foreign to 
ubject, you tell us, and ſo we are come to 


your 8 
* the Words of the Text,” P. 6. And when you 
touch upon the Matter in Debate, having once or 


twice ſtrongly aſſerted the Thing you'ſhould have 
proved, you fill up with Invectives what you 


| in Argument. kd be 
- However. Kavi need you a8 4 Diſpui 
tant e d cnodite a lle dow able 2 
Divine you are, can't be improper, For if we 
find you an accompliſh'd Divine, your Miſtakes 
an any other Science have a juſter Claim to For- 
iveneſs; though we muſt cenſure your Intru- 
on and Weakneſs in meddling with Things be. 
yond the Reach of your Underſtanding. Tou 
muſt excuſe the Freedom of this plain Truth, 
that as bad Phyſician as you are, without doubt 
you are a ſtill worſe Divinmee .. 
Would any Man, who did not deſign to ridi- 
eule the Bible, have choſen your Text againſt 


Inoculation. Lou ſay the 6th Commandment 


forbids it. Why did you not preach upon that? 


An expreſs Command was given to Satan, not to 


touch Job's Perſon; and P. 2. you © look po 


«© this to have” been cans cles great a Temptation as 


te the 


4 


err r Ss“! 
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« the iling 0 his ub ance, or the N bter of Fn” 

4 þjs pong of becauſe the Survival of great. 
“ Misfortune is efteemed the greater Unhappineſs of 
ce the Two.” But ſo ſettled are your Principles of 
Religion, that, within three Pages you c x 
them, and aflert, P. 5. twas hard upon Job. ** 
&« deprived of bis worldly Goods, harder to be be- 
& reaved of his Children, hardeſt of all, when theſe | 
pere gone to be yet worſe bandled in bis Perſon.” * 
It was a great Misfortune not to have his Perſon 
touch'd, and yet when his Perſon is aſſaulted, 
this is the greateſt Unhappineſs of all, You 
can't ſay this Miſery aroſe from Job's 8 JI 
he ſuffered all this in vain , and that his Diſeaſ 
would not D his Death ; for you aſſert in 
this very Page, © tho Job's Life was to be preſer- 
ved, yet it was more than Job knee. 
We are commonly apt to imagine , that what 
is done by our natural Powers is according to, and 
within the Reach of Nature: To do a Thing as a, 
Man, is to do a Thing according to Nature. But 
you are pleaſed to lead us out of this vulgar Er- 
ror, and inform us, P. 2: ©* To feel ſorrow as a Man, 
and aſſwage it as @ wiſe Man, is « Strain above. 
« Nature, and (I imagined you were going to 
ſay, is derived from ſome higher Principle, but 
you ingeniouſly add) p- perl conſtitutes that paſſive 
. Virtue call d Patience.” How deep is that In- 
fight into Nature, which could tell us, that to. 
bear Afflictions as a Man, is above the Nature of 
Man; and is called Patience, - A little after you 
tell us, Our Hero Job, (the Patient of the Text) 

I being plundered of. bis Eſtate, and bereaved of his 
Children, ſhows a juſt Reſentment of theſe ſevere. 
« Diſpenſations,” A pretty Stile for a Sermon 
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Perſon be Life. ; 
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lam forty to find you ſo unacquainted with 
your Bible, as not to know that St. James, ch. iv. = 

7. has told us, that if we reſiſt the Devil be will flee, 


from us : Had you knewn this, I ſuppoſe you, 18 
would not have told us, P. 5. © That the Devil, bei 
according to bis uſual Way, after being once de- De 
feated, returns to the Aſſault with freſh Vigor aud MI, 
additional Strength; unleſs perhaps this was of 
aſſerted in order to introduce the mighty pretty by 
Simile that follows: Temptations, like Waves, 18 


commonly break in upon us, and commonly the laſt 
&« is the biggeſt, and goes the fartheſt. Did you e- 
ver ſee ſuch Waves? One would rather imagine 
. TT... ; 
We have the Thoughts that ſupported Fob ex- 
preſly recorded, / hat, ſhall we receive Good at the 
Hand of God, and ſtall we not receive Evil? Jet 
you are pleaſed to furniſh him with Conſiderati- 
ons which you, have made of ſuch a. Nature as 
would beſt help to deſtroy Inoculation, P. 7. 
As you find Thoughts for Job, ſo you diſcover 
Reaſons for the- Almighty to act upon. He muſt 
then ſend Difeaſes for the Caufes which you are 
teaſed to align. They muſt be principally de- 
F ned to try our Faith, or puniſh our Sins. How 
many other and better Reaſons for inflicting 
Diſeaſes lie conceal'd in the Divine Wiſdom is 
unknown to you; - and therefore tis too preſum- 
ptuous to tell us thoſe muſt be the principal ones, | 
eſpecially, when many Diſeaſes, particularly of | 


Children, do not correſpond to theſe Cauſes." | . 
FP. 8. You affirm, that * the Religion of the great- tho 
i eſt part of Mankind is perfetly accidental, ac- tem 
4 cording to the Country they happen d to bein.” You dn 
don't forget, I hope, that your own is exactly is2 
conformable-to-the Injunctions of the Church. in 


And fo great is the Deference you pay to — 502 


n | 
Eftabliſhment, that, P 14. you tell us your O- 
pinion; Men cannot eafily be reconciled to Inocula- 
tion, ſince it is contrary to the Principles which are 
'eftabliſh'd among us. ER DUH ten! 
*Tis faid, Pſalm 7. 8, 9. The Children of Ephraim 
armed, and carrying Bows, tirned back in the 
Day of Battel. Whereupon you prettily tell us, 
Men carry their Religious Profeſſion, as the Childrex: 
of Ephraim did their Bows and Arrows, which they 
knew not how to uſe in the Day of | Battel, 71110 
Tou ſuppoſe, P. 11. God: does not afflis Men 
merely for the {te of correcting them; and yet 
this- is Part of your Enlargement under that 
Head: Diſeaſes are ſent for the Puniſhment of our 
Sins, And a little before, we are required to 
extmine, whether onr Diſeaſes art ſent to correct us. 
So clear are your Notions upon this Head. 
Becauſe habjtualDrunkenneſs will ruin Health, 
impair” Eſtates, and induce a diſtemper'd old 
Ape, you very foundly aſſert, P. 11. that Adul. 
tery does ſo too 5 whereas the evil Conſequences 
which attend that Sin are of another Kind. 1 
mention this, becauſe when you attempt to deter 
Men front Vice only by threatning Evils, which 
they know ſeldom or never attend 3 
are too apt. to run into ſuch Vices, and expol 
themſelves to the untold Miſchiefs; truſting that 
no Danger will follow, becauſe they know that 
which Was mention'd does not enſue. ” . 3 
Our Saviour, upon the mention of the unhap- 
oy Gilileais, and thoſe who periſhed by the Fall 
f the Tower of Siloam, has forbid us to eſteem 
thoſe the greateſt Sinners, who ſuffer the moſt 
temarkable Calamities. And were other Inftan- 
tes of oppteſ d Vittue wanting, the Caſe of Fob 
is a flaprant Proof, that a — Man may ſuffer 
m his Eftate; his 5 and his Perſon. 2 
Bak: | re- 
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therefore we ſhould be very cautious of aſſerting, 
that a remarkab Calamity Neil out . uncom- 
mon Guilt. And yet you are pleaſed to make 
theſe ſurprizing Shocks of Providence the Marks 
of God's extraordinary Diſpleaſure : « Some Sins, 
. £ ay ycu, P. 11. it pleaſes God to frike imancdiate- 
© ly in a more remarkable manner. And theſe 
vou oppoſe to the. © athers, which 4⁰ raturall y and 
70 by degrees advance to Puniſi ment. Pray, what 
Sins are they, which do occaſion theſe . bs 
and remarkable Shocks e o why 
ſhould you imagine theſe extrao nary vents 
are deſigned to He out th t Suft of che the Perſon 
to whom they happen. Do. 129 never ſee the 
Innocent ſuffer? .... | 
The Phariſees of Ola im ed, that to con- ä 
forma to. the Letter f the W. was paying a 
perfect Obedience to the Divine tes; that if 


they abſtained from the external Ad, they fully 
obey d the Commandment of God, and nothi 
that paſs d in their Mind could ii the leaſt render 


them guilty. But after 0 our Saviour has ſo fully 
rectified this Miſtake, tis Nee to hear any 
Man, who believes the Bible, and is acquainted 
with it, aſſerting, That Pe e may be virtuous, 
even when. a vicious Inc has prevail'd ſo 
far, as to get the better of his Duty. Read your 
own Words: P. 12, 4 4 little Recollection il tell 
* a Man, whether te has not been Th virt uon 
0 


& when Inclinati alle got the better, of his Duty. 
You mu Fu 1 K true Na- 
ture of Virtue, 74 12 ction virtuous, 


which, does n ae Dr proceed from an imward Love 
and ſecret T 


Life. A virtuous Man, who wan 
nations, is as conceivable, as 2 


without 
Ronndue or a true Wa 10 58 ok 


* whe# TY, Wy TY - W. 
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You muſt ſuppoſe the Temper and Diſpoſition cf 
the Mind has no Share in rendring an Action 
morally good, otherwiſe you could never fay a 
Man has been kept virtuous, while a vicious 
Diſ] Paier got the Aſcendant of his Duty; eſpe- 
cially ſince we are told, P. 16, © That to make an 
* Acton good, it is neceſſary all its Farts be good ; 
« whereas the Depravity of any one is G15 to 
« denominate the whole Action evil.” Good Incli- 
nations therefore, according to you, don't belong 
to true Goodneſs, ojherwiſe a Man could not be 
virtuous who wag, which you tell us he 
may be, even when a vicious one gets the bet- 
ter of his Duty. And tho' we are told, P. 20. 
when it ſerved the preſent Turn, that laſcivious 
Thoughts are forbid by the Seventh Command ; yet 
here we are told, Inclination may oven get the bet- 
ter of Duty, and we be left virtuous all the while. So 
clear and conſiſtent are your Noticns concerning 
the very. Nature of Virtue and Vice... _- 

In your next Paragraph you ſagely remark, 
That if things were ſo awkardly conſtituted, that Vice 
was the certain Road to Supi, no doubt Men 
would chuſe it : And therefore ſuch wholſome Severt- 
ties as Diſeaſes, are great Bleſſings, fince the Fear of | 
them reſtrains us from certain Vices. I own in- 
deed this happens in many Diſeaſes, but there 
are others of them which are the Lot of the 
Righteous, as well. as the Rod of the Wicked: 
And among this Sort, the Small-Pox, which you 
* 700 as a Diſcouragement to Wickedneſs, is 
uſtly number d; and therefore cannot properly 

reckon d a Motive againſt Sin, any more than 
the Falling of a Tile that ſhould daſh a Man's 
Brains out, or any the moſt caſual Death, can be 
lock d upon as Arguments againſt any particular 
Sin: None but thoſe * the Wicked fuffer, — 
2 t 
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the natural Conſequenee of their Vice, or by a 
declared arbitrary Infliction of Heaven, are Diſ- 
couragements to that Vice. op 

I remark'd. before, how little the Inſtances of 
Diſeaſes inflicted by Moſes and Eliſha. were to 
your Purpoſe : But I muſt now take occaſion of 
exhorting ycu to be more converſant with your 
Bible; and inform your ſelf, that there are more 
Inſtances of the Infliction of Dyſeaſes upon Men, 

| beſides thoſe on the Egyptians and Gehaxi, which 
you. tell- us are the only ones you are, as yet, ac- 
quainted with: You having never read, that Eli- 
mas the Sorcerer was ſtruck blind; or in the next 
Chapter to that where Gehaxi's Caſe is recorded, 
that there was a like Inſtance upon a whole Ar- 
wy, whom Eliſa ſmites with Blindneſs. Many 
others might be mentioned, but I ſhall only pro- 
duce one, which will make you bite your Nails» 
ta think you omitted; tis the Caſe of Uxxiab, 
recorded 2 Chron. 26. whom the Chief Prieſt 
ſmites with Leproſy for being wroth with the 
Prieſts, and having a Cenſer in his Hand to burn 
Incenſe, v. 19. Gebaxi, in his Maſter's Name, 
tho* without his Orders, received a Preſent from 
Naaman, which he endeavoured to conceal with. 

a Lye; and you. proclaim to the World, that 
* you have ſo little gene, or ſo much of the Prieſt, 
as to name this Sacrilege. But you will go on 
to make your Ignorance known, by ſetting up 
for a Commentator, P. 16. You. cite that 
Text, Rom, 14. 16. Let not your good be evil ſpo- 
len f; that is, ſay you very judicicuſly, ve 
ſhould not do any wnwarrantable Action, for the. ſake 
of any ſrhſequert Ferefit. Whereas the Apoſtles 
plain Meaning is, that we ſhould not do any 
thing, thy? innocent and lawful in it ſelf, which 
will blaſt our Reputation, and affend our — ' 
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ther, Ver. 14. I know, and am 222 there is , 
nothing unclean of its-ſelf but to him that efteemeth 
it unclean, it is uncleay. And then he adds, That 
altho* the Thing be not criminal in its ſelf, yet 
we ought to abſtain if it offends a weak Brother. 

Ver. 15. If thy Brother be offended with thy Meat, 
now. valle /t thou not charitably : Deffroy not him 
with thy Meat, for whom Cir died, Then come 
in the Words you quote, Let not your good be 
evil ſpoken of. Do not an Action good in it ſelf, 
but Which will be Matter of Offence to thy Bro- 
ther; and which he will ſpeak evil of. And yet 

you tell us the Meaning is, Ve ſhould not do any 
Evil, to produce a ſubſequent Good, So juſt an 
Expoſitor are you on the Bible. After this we 
ſhall be leſs ſurprized to find that Text, Deut. 6. 
16. thou ſhall not tempt the Lord thy God, made 

+ uſe of againſt Inoculation, For if you don't. 
know the Difference between doing Good, and 
doing Evil to produce Good, it is no Wonder you 
ſhould confound the Remedy with the Diſeaſe. 
No one could imagine, that to uſe a Preſerva- 
tive, tho' an 2 one, againſt a fatal Diſ- | 
eaſe, can be called tempting of” God. Unneceſ- MI. 
ſarily to expoſe our ſelves to any Danger, or Wil i{} 
fearfully to negle& any Method of Preſervation, | 
is indeed to tempt God, | Wy 

Did I not obſerve a greal deal of laboured Ob- mr. 
ſcurity in the Stile of almoſt every Sentence, I 4 
ſhould imagine you had ſcribbled over your Ser- 
| mon in a hurry, and never permitted your ſelf 

i to dwell upon any Thought in it. Otherwiſe, 
how could you, whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve Know- 
ledge, ſuffer ſo many ignorant Blunders to ei 
ſcape ycu, or allow your ſelf to treat worth 8 
Gentlemen with ſo much ill Manners, and be Fd Ne 
laviſh in ſcurrilous Language upon them. I am 
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pelſuaded, willeſs you are hardened to the laſt De. 
Will take the firſt Opportunity to ac- 


tee, you wil ity to. 
nowledge your. Blunders in Caſuiſtry and Divi- 


nity, and beg Pardon for your Failure in Point of 


Civility. Can you imagine ſo ſevere Words 
were neceſſary , or could anſwer any good End? 


P. 14. Inoculation is a Practice, that abuſes our Un- 
der ſtanding as well as 2 our Religion; bas its 


Foundation in Ignorance, . and muſt be maintained, 5 
at all, by Preſumption. And in the next ,- thoſe 


who promoted the Method are adventurous Practi- 
tioners of a Diabolical Operation. And a little af- 
ter, you apply to them what Fob aſſerted of his 


F riends, that they were Forgers of Lies, and Phy- 


ficians of 10 Value, P. 28. They are fooliſh and . 
Skilfut Men. That Practice which juſt. now was a 
Diſtruſt of Providence, is now wrought up to an 
Antiprovidential Project; nay P. 22. it riſes to 


Ila. a | 
It is no wonder that they who forward the Pra- 


tice ſhonld' fall under your Reſentment, when 
vou are ſo far enraged againſt thoſe who ſubmit 
to it, as to enroll them among Atheiſts and Scof- 
fers, tho* ſo great a Part of the Chriſtian Church 
ſucceſsfully uſe this Method. 


But as if all your Calumny and Re oach were 


leſs than the Gentlemen you oppole deſerved, 


yaur next Endeavour is to practiſe ſome whole- 
ſome Severities upon them; and tho? you tell us, 
P. 19. It is our Happineſs that rational Enquiries are 
encouraged among us, yet you ſeem uneaſy till 
theſe Gentlemen are ſilenced by Authority, ex- 


| pelled the College, and deprived of their Title. 


5 19. I bope the Time is coming, when theſe Vene- 

fection, will be diſtinguiſhed from tho 

ty who deſerve Honour, Tie be permitted to min- 
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3 (prettily tranſlated!) theſe Spreaders of In- 
þ of the Facyl- 
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gle with them, as the Devil among the Sons of God. 
Fg now, Sir, upon the — don't you 
think au were à very im Terion to enga 
in this Controvetfy ; and Far ba have manag 
HK in an Unchriſtian as well as an Ignorant Man- 
ner. Never once fairly to ſtate the Controverſy, 
but contradict moſt notorious Facts that plead in 
/ Favour of the Method you oppole.; to ſtuff a 
Sermon with ſo many palpable Contradictions; to 
be guilty of ſo many Blunders in your awn/Pr 
fellion, and to intrude your: ſelf intg a Bar te 
in a Science, of which your Ignorance ig almoſt 
as great as it is of your Bible , to advance ſo lit- 
tle. for the Cauſe You efpoule, and yet to treat 
Jour Adverſaries with ſo much Scorn and Con- 
tempt, and load them with ſo much Slander and 
Ng is fuch Reha vicur as every 8 
or Chriſtian would abhar. - 2 foe my ſelf, pex-  _ 
haps aſſerting I am a ſaucy Blockheatl, nay a 
ixard, an Atheiſt, a Devil, may be. the ſafeſt 
Way of anſwering my Letter, But I can aſſure 
ou, I am unconcerned about my ſelf, if you do 
but make a Juſt 2 to the Gentlemen 
you have ſo publickly abuſed, and affronted, I 
can aſſure you, I am one who never practiſed In- 
oculation, nor have had any Hand in promotin 
It ; and therefore am not a Party in the Cauſe. 
You can't think the Treatment ydu have receiv'd 
from me at all unjuſt, ſince your ſelf ſet ſo nota- 
ble an Example. You will be pleaſed to remem- 
ber, that your Performance has all the Advanta- 
ges which your famous Name can give it: Mine 
muſt ſuffer all the Diſadvantages of being the 
anonymous Offspring of one who heartily wiſhes 
you more Underſtanding and leſs Aſſurance, and 
18, | | : b. | | 
Tour Humble Servant, &c. | | 
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